
 
Editorial 

 

 
Snow covered Struie Hill - December 2017 

 
With winter nearly over, it’s time to think of the 
spring and summer ahead.  After such a long winter 
with so much snow this year, it will be relief to feel 
the warmth of the sun once more.  I’m sure plans are 
being made to make the most of the coming months 
and it is nice to hear about them, both before and 
after the event.  So do please send advance details 
for the Newsletter, and the Community Website - 
www.edderton.com, - and then, if possible, provide a 
report about the event or activity.  News is always 
welcome, and so are pictures!  Please either send an 
e-mail to me at tedvenn@uwclub.net or phone 01862 
821 750.  My postal address is: Sloibcoyle Croft, 
Edderton IV19 1LQ. 

Ted Venn 
 

Edderton Community Council 
 
The past three meetings of the Community Council 
have included discussions on the proposed extensions 
to Core Footpaths in the Edderton area; the failure 
of Highland Council to renovate the Play Area; 
progress with the roll-out of the broadband network 
by Highland Wireless and IT Solutions, Ltd; and the 
on-going commitment of the Post Office to provide 
an outreach service to Edderton on a Wednesday 
morning. 
 
A summary of all Community Council meetings can be 
found on the Community Website - 
www.edderton.com.  

 

 
Consultation on proposed Core Path 

Extensions   
 

Highland Council is currently undertaking a public 
consultation on proposals to extend the Core Path 
Network.  Five footpaths in the Edderton area have 
been identified as possibilities within the Caithness 
and Sutherland Ward of Highland Council.  These 
are: (1) Casandamff Woodland to the Struie Road - 
RC15.10(C); (2) Edderton Hill to Tarlogie - 
RC15.11(C); (3) Dounie Hill Fort - RC15.12(C);  (4) 
Struie Ridge - RC15.13(C); and (5) a short section 
on Edderton Hill that will link up with Ross-shire 
Core Paths leading to Quebec Bridge and East 
Lamington - RC15.14(C).  Comments are invited in 
respect of this consultation, but can only be made 
on-line using the following link to Highland Council’s 
website - www.highland.gov.uk.  Once the home page 
has been accessed, click on the tab “Consultations” 
and then select “Core Paths Plan (Caithness and 
Sutherland)”.  It should be borne in mind that 
comments have to be specifically made against each 
individual proposal.   
 
There is considerable concern over the proposal to 
use the newly laid forestry track connecting 
Casandamff Woodland with the B9176 Struie Road - 
RC15.10(C) - on the grounds of health and safety 
and the fact that this new track was specifically 
constructed by Fountains Forestry to avoid heavily 
laden timber vehicles from using the U1878 (that 
connects the A836 with the B9176) and the U1880 
(that leads to Admiral’s Farm) single-track roads 
that ultimately pass the school and along School 
Brae to reach the A836 at Edderton crossroads.  
The new track that Highland Council wishes to 
incorporate into the Core Path Network is also a 
Strategic Timber Extraction Route, and because of 
that Fountains Forestry is hopeful that Edderton 
Community Council will formally oppose this proposal. 
 
Of the other four proposals for the Edderton area, 
it is only the Struie Ridge - RC15.13(C) - that 
requires any comment, and that relates to where the 
western end of the path meets the B9176.  Starting 
and ending this walk at that point will require a short 
section of the B9176 to be followed from and to an 
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unofficial car parking area, as well as crossing over 
an unbridged ditch.  It is suggested that a roadside 
path and a bridge over the ditch should be 
constructed. 
 
Whilst the need for the Core Path Network to be 
expanded at this time of austerity is questionable, 
as is the consultation itself, participation in the 
consultation process is to be recommended. 
 

Ted Venn 

 
Beinn Tharsuinn Wind Farm Fund Ltd 

 
There is currently a vacancy for a Director to 
represent Edderton on the Board of this 
company.   Edderton is entitled to have two 
Directors on the Board, though there is only one 
vote between them. 
 
If anyone is interested in becoming a Director of 
this wind farm fund, please make contact with 
Donald Clarke by sending an e-mail 
to dfc.rhanich@gmail.com or by phoning him on 
01862 821 265 – as soon as you can. 

Ted Venn 
 

Police Scotland 
 
The police have recently issued an on-line safety 
leaflet to remind everyone using the Internet to be 
aware of scams.  Full details can be obtained from 
the Community Website - www.edderton.com - under 
Police Scotland.  

 
Senior Citizens’ Christmas Dinner 

 
On behalf of the Senior Citizens of Edderton, we 
would like to say a big thank you to all the people 
involved in planning and organising the Christmas 
Meal at the Carnegie Hall in Tain on Friday evening, 
January 19th.  As usual the meal was excellent and 
the company enjoyable.  We all had a very good time! 
 

Campbell and Dawn Smith 
 

Community Broadband Project 
 

Superfast Broadband is here!  The year 2018 is 
passing by very quickly and we at Highland Wireless 
have been very busy. We have completed the 
construction of our main transmission station on top 
of Struie Hill.  Early in January we were installing 
our main wireless equipment, testing and optimising 

the wireless network for our customers. We have 
now opened orders to the whole of Edderton, which 
now means that no matter where you live, you have 
access to superfast broadband.  All households in 
the Edderton area, should now have received a flyer 
through the door explaining the service and a list of 
prices – if you have not received the flyer or would 
like more information head over 
to www.highlandwireless.co.uk, or send an e-mail 
to hello@highlandwireless.co.uk, or call 01862 808 
077.   
 
Most people will be eligible for the government grant 
to cover the cost of the installation of our superfast 
service. Even if you think that you are not eligible 
for the grant, please submit an application form or 
e-mail the BDUK team directly. More information 
can be found on our website under the BDUK section. 
We are now able to provide speeds of up to 50Mbps 
download and up to 20Mbps upload to residential 
customers; and if required business customers can 
receive even faster speeds! 

Cameron Warren 
Highland Wireless & IT Solutions Ltd 

 
 

Edderton Community Hall 
 
It was with regret that the Hall’s Management 
Committee received Ewen Simpson’s resignation as 
Chair.  Over the years Ewen has done much to ensure 
that the Hall has remained in good condition and 
works smoothly, and he will be sorely missed as a 
guiding hand, though Ewen will remain a trustee.  At 
a meeting of the Committee on December 12th 
Cameron Warren was elected to replace Ewen as 
Chair. 
 
There have been a number of improvements made to 
the Hall over the past few weeks.  The large hall now 
has a hearing loop, whilst acoustic panels have been 
fitted to the ceiling of the small hall.  The latter 
should make audibility much better when meetings 
are held.  CCTV cameras have been installed for 
security and interior and external lighting has been 
modified.  A connection for a portable generator has 
been fitted, so that in emergencies the Hall can be 
used a refuge centre. 
 
To book the Hall contact Donna Laing either by e-
mailing donn_66@hotmail.co.uk or phoning 01862 821 
277 or 07921 020 966. 

Ted Venn 
 



Church of Scotland 
  
On Sunday, January 21st the Rev. Anthony Jones 
preached his last service to our group of churches.   
This last service took place at Rosehall, but was 
preceded by a presentation before the Sunday 
service in Creich Church.  In making the 
presentation Jeani Hunter thanked Anthony for all 
his work in the parishes and also spoke of the 
contributions made by his wife Beverley and their 
family to the group.  They have been very much a 
team.  The family have all worked together to 
support linked events such as the lambing services 
and heritage services at Edderton Old Church.  They 
were all wished every happiness and future success 
in their new united parishes of Fort Augustus and 
Glengarry. 
 

 
Rev’d Anthony and his family at Creich Church on January 

21st - Courtesy of Scottish Provincial Press Ltd 
  
There is now a vacancy.  The Rev’d Stewart Goudie 
has been appointed to act as Interim Moderator for 
Kincardine, Croick, Edderton, Creich, and 
Rosehall until such time as the vacancy is 
filled.  Stewart can be contacted by phone on 
either 01847 611 230 or 07957 237 757, or by e-
mailing SGoudie@churchofscotland.org.uk. 
 

Edderton Old Church Preservation Trust 
 

The Old Church has been mothballed over the winter 
but will be ready for visitors again this summer. 
 
Should you have visitors over the summer months 
why not take them along to our historic church and 
churchyard?   A guide will be on hand to show you 
around. The visiting hours are: the first and third 
Saturdays of the month from 2:00pm to 4.30pm, 
from May to September inclusive. 
  

You can always call me in advance should you have a 
special request to make a visit on another day. 
  
I look forward to seeing you there. 

Robert Wylie  
01862 821 325 

 
Edderton Primary School 

 

 
 
The children in the above picture took part in the 
Active School Running Series at Alness on November 
15th.  They had a great time. 
 

 
 
The Basketball team (above) took part in the mixed 
competition on November 16th at Golspie. They came 
second in the competition. 
 

 
Running Team 



The running team took part in the Active School 
Running Series on December 6th at Aldie Burn. 
 
The children all “Dressed Down for a Pound” in 
November and they raised £49 for Children in Need. 
 
Christmas Jumper Day this year was in aid of the 
Highland Hospice. We raised £40 for this very 
worthy cause. 
 
The Christmas Extravaganza took place on December 
19th.  The children made lots of gifts and baking for 
selling. They raised a fantastic £728 for school 
funds! Thank you to everyone that came along and 
supported us.  The following pictures show the 
children selling their produce. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

We break up for the Easter holidays at 3.00pm on 
Wednesday, March 28th, and the Summer Term will 
start on Monday, April 16th. 

Carol Shaw 
 

Edderton Kids Club 
 

We have had a busy few months at the club with the 
highlight being our Christmas Outing to Infinity in 
Inverness, where the children had a great time.  The 
evening was finished off with a trip to McDonalds 
for dinner. 
 
The Children had a great time at their Christmas 
Party and were absolutely delighted with their gifts 
from Santa Claus.  Thank You to the Wind Farm for 
making this possible!  Thanks also to Santa for 
taking time out of his busy schedule to come along 
and put huge smiles on the children's faces, also to 
Ian Ross for being our DJ, and to Ruairidh and 
Aylith Gollan for organising the party games. 
 
We have changed the fees of the Kids Club to £2.50 
per hour per child. 
 
As part of their LEAD course Alanna Shaw, Aylith 
Gollan and Scott Goodlet are holding various sporting 
activities on a Friday from 3.30pm to 4.30pm for the 
children at the club.  By all accounts received, the 
children thoroughly enjoyed the first session on 
Friday, February 9th. 
 
On Saturday, March 24th the committee from the 
Kids Club are hosting a Family Quiz Night, starting 
at 7.00pm.  There will be tea/coffee and cakes 
served and also a raffle.  This is a BYOB Night. 
Entrance is £10 per team or £2.50 each, with a 
maximum of four people to a team. 
 

Donna Laing 
 



Edderton Drama Club 
 
We have been very fortunate to have Jonathan 
Davies from Eden Court come along to our 
rehearsals, and WOW what a difference he has 
made! 
 
Our Show this year is The Rocky Monster Show, 
and will take place in the Community Hall on Friday, 
March 16th and Saturday, March 17th.  Both 
performances will start at 7.30pm.  Tickets will be 
on sale at the start of March - £5 for Adults and 
£3 for Children under 16.  All welcome! 
 

Donna Laing 
 

Gardening Club 
 
The Gardening Club started the New Year with 
another enjoyable lunch at Luigi's in Dornoch, then 
returned to Edderton for the February meeting, 
which was the annual quiz night. 
 
In March we look forward to hearing JayJay 
Gladwin, whose garden at Old Allangrange on the 
Black Isle was featured in the December 2017 
edition of Scottish Field magazine.  This will be at 
our meeting on Monday, March 5th, at 7.30pm in 
Edderton’s Community Hall. 
 
Sarah Whealing from Corrycroft Nursery will pay a 
welcome return visit for the April meeting.  Because 
of the Easter Bank Holiday the April meeting will be 
on Monday, April 9th, again in Edderton Community 
Hall at 7.30pm. 
 
New members and visitors are always welcome.  For 
more information phone Patricia on 01863 766 061 
or e-mail pahannah@hotmail.com, or Esther on 01862 
811 381 or e-mail esther@bumblebeecottage.me.uk 

 
Patricia Hannah 

 
Hollingwells Equestrian 

 
This year should be an exciting one for Hollingwells! 
  
As many of you will be aware we have spent the last 
couple of years trying to obtain planning permission 
to develop our site at Edderton Mains, and last year 
we were granted planning consent.  Since then we 
have been moving forwards steadily.   
 
During the winter months we have set about re-
fencing and re-organising our 30-acre site, and we 

are just about to embark on a large-scale drainage 
operation in which we plan to install over 800m of 
drainage across our site. So this should vastly 
improve our grazing quality and enable us to get 
more feed value out of the land, as well as to help 
reduce unsightly poaching.   
 
We have sited our new office building that was 
purchased as a rather unsightly portacabin, but 
after a bit of TLC and some wooden cladding it is 
now more than respectable. Our next jobs include 
relocating the BT pole at the end of our driveway to 
allow us to create our new roadway, developing our 
new car park and relocating the old static caravan -
which with a similar wooden facelift as the office 
should look much more respectable.   
 
Our biggest outstanding job is the creation of our all 
weather arena, and we are currently in the process 
of seeking funding that will hopefully allow us to 
push on with the development plans and have the 
arena fully operational by this summer. Fingers 
crossed and watch this space! 
  

Charlotte Holland 
 

Mobile Post Office 
 
Regrettably the future of the Mobile Post Office 
that uses Edderton Community Hall is far from 
certain.  Jason Headon, who provided the service, 
resigned from Alness Post Office on February 
5th.  Both Post Office Ltd and the sub-contracted 
Potent Solutions are endeavouring to find a 
replacement for Jason and are taking steps to 
ensure that this valuable service continues at 
Edderton.  This temporary closure is extremely 
disappointing, and especially so when Post Office 
representative, David Duff, attended the January 
meeting of Edderton Community Council, along with 
Jason, to reassure our community that the outreach 
service provided by the Mobile Post Office was a 
commitment that the Post Office would continue to 
honour. 

Ted Venn 
 

Poppy Appeal 2017 
 

We would like to thank all who contributed so 
generously to the Scottish Poppy Appeal door to 
door collection last November.   The total collected 
in Edderton amounted to £180.60. 
 

Phyllis & Graham 



Roads and Road Signs 
 

Highland Council has been made aware that not all 
roads in the Edderton area have been properly 
gritted whenever snow and ice is expected or has 
occurred.  The U1878 that links the A836 with the 
B9176 is a particular concern now that drainage 
ditches that are on both sides of the road have been 
cleared.  Vehicles sliding on that road in icy 
conditions could well end up stranded in one of the 
deep ditches. 
 
Replacement road signs for the B9176 junction with 
the U1878 to Edderton are expected to be in place 
by the end of March.  A decision on double-white 
lines at this junction, which is on a bend, is still 
awaited.  Meanwhile great care should be taken at 
this junction, as overtaking vehicles present a 
significant risk of a collision. 
 
Efforts to reduce the speed limit from 40mph to 
30mph on the A836 throughout Edderton are still 
continuing.  It is a very slow process, though 
Edderton’s Community Council is doing all it can to 
bring the change to fruition.  
 
There are quite a few unclassified roads in the 
vicinity of Edderton, and these all have a road 
number allocated to them.  As the use of these road 
numbers is a useful way to focus on any point of 
issue on these roads the following list should be 
helpful: 
 
U1396 - Ardmore Loop - A836 to A836 
U1397 - Carrieblair Crescent - from U1396 
U1398 - Meikle Ferry Road - from A836 just west of 
             Dornoch Bridge Roundabout 
U1877 - Rheguile Farm - from A836 
U1878 - Edderton to Mudh-a-Blair (A836 to B9176)  
U1879 - Rhanich - from U1878 
U1880 - Admiral’s Farm - from U1878 
U1881 - Edderton Mains - from A836 
U1894 - Edderton Farm - from A836 
U1895 - Garbad - from U1877 
U1896 - Lower Leachonich - from U1895 
 

Ted Venn 
 

Volunteers Required for Emergencies 
 
Back in October 2017 the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service launched the Community Asset Register 
(CAR).  Essentially this is a register of volunteers 
who have a particular asset or skill that they feel 

could be used to support emergency services and 
responders at an incident. 
 
Examples include someone with a boat who could be 
called in times of flooding to assist evacuate people 
from houses to a place of safety.  Similarly someone 
with a 4X4 may be used in times of severe snow to 
transport vulnerable people to a community hall. 
 
Further information about the CAR can be found on 
the link below: 
http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/news-
campaigns/news/2017/10/sfrs-launches-community-
asset-register-(1).aspx 
 
Unfortunately, it is impossible to gauge how often a 
volunteer will be requested. 
 
Mobilisations can be determined by severe weather; 
a specific type of asset/skill required for the 
incident; the emergency services availability and 
resources in the area; and the location of the 
volunteer. 
 
It must be stressed that even when someone has 
registered, they are under no obligation to mobilise 
when they are called by the Operations Control 
centre. 
 
For anyone wishing to register an interest and 
request a form they should send an e-mail 
to: SFRS.CommunityAssetRegister@firescotland.gov
.uk.  A registration form will then be sent for 
completion, along with guidelines on how to complete 
the registration process. 

Lynn Sharp 

 
Electoral Reform In Scotland  

Public Consultation 
 

The Scottish Government has launched a public 
consultation to explore electoral reforms which 
Scottish citizens may wish to see taken forward in 
future. 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to increasing 
participation in elections both in terms of voter 
turnout and encouraging citizens to stand for 
election. Democratic participation for all challenges 
the inequalities of power and influence that exist in 
society, and an electoral system that supports and 
empowers the engagement of the Scottish people in 
their own elections plays a crucial role in this. The 
2016-2017 Programme for Government included a 



commitment to take forward a consultation exercise 
to find out what electoral reforms Scottish citizens 
would like to see taken forward in future legislation. 
 
We are keen to elicit views on a number of issues 
related to Local Government and Scottish Parliament 
elections, including: how often these elections should 
be held; who runs these and how they are run; who 
can register and vote; and who may stand for 
election. 
 
We would welcome comments from the public as part 
of our consultation exercise. The consultation paper 
and online response system can be accessed using 
the following link:  
https://consult.gov.scot/elections/electoral-reform  
 
If you wish to respond then please return the online 
questionnaire template by March 12th 2018. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to get in 
touch with me on 0131 244 1947 or send an e-mail to 
the Elections policy team at:  
ElectionsTeam@gov.scot 

Rebecca Whyte 
 

Closure of RBS in Tain 
 

Just before Christmas it was announced that RBS is 
to close its Tain branch on June 20th, 2018.  This 
was devastating news!  Whilst banks have the right 
to decide their own affairs, it is equally right for 
customers’ views to be taken into account.  
Politicians from both the Westminster and Holyrood 
Governments have raised objections to the ongoing 
closures of banks, but more needs to be done to 
bring about some sense of reality into the closure 
plans, especially in the case of RBS, as it is still 
partly owned by the taxpayer.  It is because more 
pressure should be applied to banks to reverse their 
disastrous closure decisions that I wrote to our MP - 
Jamie Stone. 
 
Very few people are Luddites, though we are all a bit 
reluctant to accept change.  However, the continued 
closure of banks in favour of the perceived increase 
in on-line banking is not in the best interests of its 
customers, communities or the banks themselves.   
Whilst much banking is achieved on-line, this 
depends on a good, reliable broadband connection.  
Even with a good broadband service it is not possible 
to pay in cash and cheques.  Customers are directed 
to other branches of banks in other towns, with the 
comment that it is only so many miles away.  

Comments such as that fail to consider that a return 
journey is required and that for a business the need 
to use a branch in another town is time-consuming 
and costly.  Post Offices are frequently suggested 
as an alternative way to deposit or withdraw cash, 
but these aren’t reliable and certainly don’t provide 
the privacy that some transactions require.  As for 
ATMs, many of these are taken away when a bank 
branch closes! 
 
The closure of Tain’s RBS bank follows that of the 
Clydesdale a short time ago.  Some banks remain in 
Tain, but for how long?  The Bank of Scotland has 
ruthlessly closed many of its branches in the North 
of Scotland, despite much opposition.  Tain is a 
relatively thriving town at the present time, but the 
gradual closure of its banks will inevitably lead to its 
economic decline.  Banks should realise that they are 
the heart of a community and that management 
accounting that considers profit and footfall against 
all else is a death knell for communities that 
experience bank closures.  If change has to be 
embraced, then it is vital to understand that this is 
a two-way process.  Whilst customers have adapted 
to on-line banking, where this is possible, banks 
should endeavour to adapt to the way in which its 
rural, and often remote, customers wish to use its 
services. 
 
A protest rally is to be held outside RBS in Tain on 
Friday, February 23rd.  Both Jamie Stone MP and 
Gail Ross MSP intend to be there to help emphasise 
the need for banks to consider its customers and 
for RBS in particular to reverse its decision to close 
its Tain branch.  You will probably receive this 
Newsletter after the protest rally, but if you agree 
with the above comments it would be worthwhile to 
write to both Jamie Stone MP and Gail Ross MSP. 
 

Ted Venn 
 

Edderton’s Weather 
 
Local resident, Phillip Gane, is constantly monitoring 
weather conditions in Edderton and the following link 
can be used to obtain present and past information 
from that collected: http://www.ardmore-lodge.com 
 
The information provided by this web site gives 
weather conditions in real time, as well as 
historically for the past 10 years. This information 
includes wind, rain, ultra violet radiation, humidity, 
soil temperature, air temperature, wind chill, tides, 
hours of sunshine, local and UK real time weather 



warnings, and many other features and widgets to 
play with on cold dark wet nights. 

 

Forthcoming Events 

Edderton Drama Club presents The Rocky 
Monster Show in the Community Hall at 7.30pm on 
Friday, March 16th and Saturday, March 17th. 

Garrick Singers of Tain present Sister Act in 
the Duthac Centre, Tain at 7.30pm from Wednesday, 
March 21st to Saturday, March 24th. Tickets can be 
purchased from any cast member and will be on sale 
from Made In Tain (24 Tower Street) from Monday, 
March 12th or at the door on the evening of the 
show.  Block bookings of 10 or more tickets have a 
reduction of 10% on Wednesday and Thursday nights 
only.  More information can be obtained by phoning 
01862 892 221. 

The Touring Network presents 
A Musical Evening in the Community Hall on Friday, 
March 30th, starting at 7.30pm.  The programme will 
feature Mike Vass and Mairearad Green with Seán 
Gray, and support from Ruairidh Gollan and Calum 
McIlroy. There will be a raffle, as well as tea and 
coffee. 

Tickets costing either £8 or £10 will be available on 
the night at the door, and in advance on-line at  
www.eventbrite.co.uk or by contacting Ruairidh 
Gollan by e-mail at ruairdh.gollan@gmail.com. 

Background information about these talented 
musicians 

A few years ago, Mike Vass and Mairearad Green 
decided to meet one day a month to write and play 
music together. Although, given their busy schedules 
they didn’t always make every month, this was the 
start of “A Day A Month” collaborations. Now they 
have an album together! 

Mike and Mairearad have been friends for a long 
time and have played music together in various 
combinations over the years. Both musicians are well 
known composers in The Scottish Traditional Music 
scene, however this album includes only traditional 
melodies and not any of their own compositions. The 
music was sourced from books such as The Gesto 
Collection of Highland Music; The Atholle and 
Highland Collections; and The Moidart Collection. 

The pair recorded the album in a small croft house in 
Mairearad’s home village of Achnahaird.  

 

Mike Vass and Mairearad Green 

This tour will feature music from the new album, as 
well as original songs from the pair and some new 
music in collaboration with Seán Gray - who will 
accompany Mairearad and Mike on the tour - himself 
a fantastic guitarist, flautist and composer. Most 
recently having completed a New Voices commission 
for Celtic Connections 2017. 

Ruairidh Gollan is a traditional musician from 
Edderton playing the fiddle and accordion. He is 
currently studying BA Applied Music with 
UHI.   Calum McIlroy is a guitarist and Scots Singer 
from Elrick in Aberdeenshire, studying at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow.  Ruairidh and 
Calum started playing music together during the Fèis 
Rois National Ceilidh Trail in 2017.  

 

Ruairidh Gollan (sitting) and Calum McIlroy (standing) 

 

 

Deadline for the Summer Edition 
 

15th May 2018 
 


